Spiritual and Temporal Authority

I AM to speak to-night, as you know, on " Spiritual
and Temporal Authority," and I have chosen this, with
the other subjects, as bearing on questions of immediate
interest to the Theosophical Society. But in dealing
with each of these, as on the first occasion, I want, if I
can, to lift you above any controversy of the moment,
and to put before you broad outlines rather than mere
details, and to lead you to look at all these questions
from the wider standpoint of the experience of the past,
trying to apply that experience as far as you can to the
questions, the difficulties, of the present. And this ques-
tion that I have chosen for the subject of our thought
to-night is one which carries us back into the very
beginnings of human history on our globe, which we may
trace downwards through civilisation after civilisation,
and we can then study, as it were by contrast, many of
our modern civilisations. And out of all this it may
be that we shall learn some lesson for our own small
affairs of the moment. For local affairs are only really
interesting as we see them as manifestations of the great
principles which work out in the history of humanity;
and we can only rightly, I think, understand the power
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